Coursework 1 – A short story plus commentary
Students must complete both sections.
SECTION 1 
-    A short story (Note: This must be fiction (not children’s), entirely invented and written by you.)
Write a short story (2000 words).  This should take into account the short story elements discussed in class:
· Plot and Structure
· Characters

· POV

· Description and Setting
· Dialogue

· Show don’t Tell
· Pace

· Theme
· Mood and Suspense

· Beginning and Ending

· Descriptions
SECTION 2    -   Written Commentary
To accompany your short story, write a 1050 word commentary reflecting on the process of writing your own short story, and include comments on the technicalities of short story writing - with appropriate references to research made.  Include a short character profile on your main character(s).  Also include a mini saga of your story in EXACTLY 50 words.  Finally, provide the moral of your story (its message [linked to theme]).  
Elements to consider for commentary:
· to comprehend the strengths and weaknesses of your own writing.  To understand what helps you write, what aspects of life influence you, what you find difficult/easy, what can be strengthened etc; 

· to demonstrate a critical understanding and working knowledge of characterisation, plotting and short story structures;
· to draw upon well-known authors and compare/contrast with your own.  Who has the most impact, which writing styles do you wish to adopt as your own?  In other words, evaluate and analyse your own work compared to others.
Useful components:
What choices did you make?  What research did you undertake?  What point of view did you take?  What message did you give?  Why did it work, not work?  What progress have you made in your writing, have your ideas changed/altered, why?  What were the aims and context of your writing, what were you trying to achieve?  Did you finish with your original aim or did it change?  Have you shown your work to others?  How did they help, what were their comments?  You need to show an understanding of the progression and movement in your writing.  Use properly referenced quotations where applicable, e.g. thoughts from writers who influenced you etc.  You should be able to relate your own work to the ideas and theories of others.  This is a self-reflective piece and should include an experience, a theory, an ideal, or a memorable lesson.
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