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Learning Unit 2 – Essay Planning

Reading Material 


Before you begin writing the first draft of your essay, it is advisable to make a plan. Look through the notes you took on the central texts and on the secondary reading, and jot down a page of ideas you would like to explore in your essay. When you read through the page of ideas, try to distinguish between general and specific ideas, as this can help you to make connections between the ideas you want to include in your essay. 
Create an outline of your essay using this page of ideas. Try to structure your ideas according to the order you think they should appear in a discussion of your chosen topic. It can also be helpful to write down a few important quotations for each idea within your outline. Remember to include an introduction and a conclusion. 
This outline will shift as you write the essay but you should always come back to it. An outline should not resemble a shopping list of points you find interesting--you are being assessed on your ideas as well as your argument. Do not try to do too much--you do not need to cover every point possible about a large topic. 
While planning your essay, it is also important that you keep the essay question in mind, so as not to stray too far off topic. Most of the time, the phrasing of the question will actually provide hints as to the structure of your proposed essay. 
An essay question that asks you to DESCRIBE, will involve a presentation of features and aspects of a given topic rather than requiring an evaluation. If you are asked to COMPARE or to CONTRAST, then you will have to bring two themes, texts, authors, etc. into relation with each other. Some terms, like DISCUSS or CONSIDER, are slightly less specific and thus allow you a bit more freedom in deciding how you want to tackle the topic in question. 
Finally, you should write a first draft version of your essay based on the outline you have written. You do not need to worry about spelling or style at this stage. It is all about structuring your ideas and getting them on the page. Simply write a paragraph for each main idea of your outline. In writing a draft version, you’ll find that some ideas begin to seem more relevant than others and you will come up with new ideas. 

Learning Outcomes

Having read the material and completed the assignment you should have:

· understood the importance of writing an outline

· understood the importance of writing draft versions of your essays

· learned how to structure your ideas within an outline

Essay Planning Assignment  2 (for both Literature AND Language and/or Linguistics Students)

Write an outline for an essay you have written or intend to write for one of your modules. Specify which ideas you consider general or specific, and provide reasons for the order in which you chose to present these ideas in the essay outline. 
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