Learning English 
Bilingualism

Read the questions and decide in groups what advice/answer you would give (adapted from  www.literacytruct.org.uk/talktoyourbaby/Bilingual.html)

:

1. Our child is two and we’d really like to introduce a second language but are not sure what the ‘best’ way is to do this.  Are we being too pushy, and will it all be too confusing for him?  My wife and I don’t speak another language as a mother tongue so we don’t know if we are wise to do this or not.

2. Is it normal for my child to answer me in English when I speak to her in my language?

3. My child came to England six months ago and he couldn’t speak English.  He has been at school since then.  He doesn’t speak at all at school.  Should I start speaking English to him?

4. I have remarried and my new husband does not speak our language.  I want my children to speak only English at home now so that my husband can understand us.

5. I’m not teaching my children my language because it is not a proper language.  It isn’t even written down and educated people don’t speak it.  Am I right?

6. I’m not teaching my child our family’s language.  I want him to learn English first then he can learn our language.

7. My children tell me not to speak my language to them in the school playground or in public.  This makes me sad.  What should I do?

8. I speak Cantones to my four year old daughter.  My husband speaks English to her.  When she speaks Cantonese she uses some English words as well as Cantonese.   She does the same when she speaks English.  Is she confused?

