Religious Studies Feedback Proforma with explanation

	Student Number:  Use only your student number, do not include your name as we follow a policy on anonymous marking.                                                 
Module code and title:                             Element 1.  Book Review 25%   
Learning Outcomes: Consult the module guide to see the specific learning outcomes for this task.

	
	Feedback


	Feedforward

	Referencing: use of sources, referencing, your bibliography

	This section feeds back on how far your review met these requirements.
	This section offers suggestions for your future improvement. This may include hyperlinks to resources that help you develop your skills and understanding. 



	Structure: relevance, understanding of task and organization of material
	
	

	Style / Mechanics: clarity of expression, appropriate spelling and grammar.

	
	

	Content: your selection of relevant content to present your interesting section.


	
	

	Overall comment:               Grade: Please refer to the Grade Point Scale to interpret your grade.                                                                                                                                
Please read through this feedback and comments on your essay before signing up for a tutorial. You can book a tutorial to discuss the feedback with your tutor.
Marker:                Date:                                        Moderator: 

All batches of scripts are subject to moderation, if there is a signature it shows your scripts was one of those monitored.

	

	Staff recommendation: Main area for you to work on.

This section helps you to prioritize your efforts by highlighting the main point from the feedback. This can help you take the first step for acting on feedback.

	

	Student action: make a note of your intentions on reading this feedback

This section is for you to complete when you have thought about this feedback. Make a record of your thoughts so you can put them into action before your next assignment.

	Consult the linked webfolio for initial guidance and illustrations of good practice: http://pebblepad.wlv.ac.uk/webfolio.aspx?webfolioid=966196
Please note you can book a one-to-one tutorial with a Study Skills Tutor to help you unpack this feedback. This can help you prepare questions about the feedback to discuss with me, and can also help identify sources to follow up the feedback advice. 

HLSS, Student Support Office MC125, Tel: 01902 323365 or with an

Academic Skills Advisor in the Harrison Learning Centre, 

Ground Floor Helpdesk or ring 01902 322170.)




Example of feedback sheet for the Book Review 
	  (Student Number)                                      Semester Two 2010
RL1013 Judaism Element 1. Book Review (800 words)


SOURCES (CARS check on the author)
	Use of sources
	This was a very good consideration of the author, his background and credentials linked to your assessment of his suitability as an author.

	Referencing
	

	Bibliography
	


STRUCTURE (the strengths and weakness of the text for fellow students
	Relevance
	This was a very good section, in which you made good use of information from the text to illustrate your assessments.

	Understanding of topic
	

	Organisation of material
	


CONTENT  (your summary of an interesting section)
	Selection of content
	You introduced the section but did not summarise the 

content  to show why it was interesting.

	Use of recommended texts
	

	Used to support arguments
	


STYLE 

	Writing
	Excellent presentation of your review.

	Grammar
	

	Spelling
	


	Overall comment:                                                                                                       Grade: A
You demonstrated an excellent understanding of your selected text and were able to use this understanding to complete the set tasks. Your review engaged fully with each section and your measured approach ensured that the strengths and weaknesses of the text were set out. Your section on strengths and weaknesses were very good, well planned and made good use of information from the text

Please read through this feedback and comments on your essay before signing up for a tutorial. You can book a tutorial to discuss the feedback with your tutor.
Marker:                Date:                                        Moderator: 



	

	Staff recommendation: Main area for you to work on.

In this case developing your summary of the interesting section.

	

	Student action: make a note of your intentions on reading this feedback

	Consult the linked webfolio for initial guidance and illustrations of good practice: http://pebblepad.wlv.ac.uk/webfolio.aspx?webfolioid=966196
Please note you can book a one-to-one tutorial with a Study Skills Tutor to help you unpack this feedback. This can help you prepare questions about the feedback to discuss with me, and can also help identify sources to follow up the feedback advice. 

HLSS, Student Support Office MC125, Tel: 01902 323365 or with an

Academic Skills Advisor in the Harrison Learning Centre, 

Ground Floor Helpdesk or ring 01902 322170.) 


Provide a summary of your allocated text which provides a CARS check on the author (200 words),  the strengths and weakness of the text for fellow students (400 words) and your summary of an interesting section on an aspect of Jewish religious thought or Jewish religious practice (200 words).

The author of “The Complete Idiot’s Guide to Understanding Judaism” (Blech, 1999) is Rabbi Benjamin Blech. Blech is a highly acclaimed Jewish scholar and is the “author of eleven highly acclaimed and best selling books”, (Rabbinical Council of America, 2009), with “Understanding Judaism” (1991) probably being the most well known of all, but also his “Idiot’s Guide” book is highly commended; having been translated into other languages and has been used around the world as an aid in introductory courses to Judaism. The positions Blech holds and has previously held in the Jewish world are numerous. He has served as an associate professor since 1966 at Yeshiva University and has lectured widely, whilst being active on various different councils within his field. In addition to this he was recently voted as the sixteenth most influential Jew in America. Blech has often appeared on television programs, including the Oprah Winfrey Show. He has written for a number of newspapers in the United States of America and has contributed to many scholarly journals. (Rabbinical Council of America, 2009)

Rabbi Blech has an abundance of prerequisites that obviously qualify him to write this book. Merely by holding the official title of rabbi gives Blech a greater authority in writing such a book as it is testament to the training he has undergone to achieve such status. As an insider source, he is also well recognised as a scholar by both internal and external authorities on matters regarding Jewish faith and practice. His knowledge of the relevant issues are backed up by an obvious wealth of experience within the field. All this brought together makes it highly likely that the information Blech provides in this text is both valid and without error

ii.“The Complete Idiot’s Guide to Understanding Judaism” (Blech, 1999) is a very comprehensive, yet concise book. It covers an extensively broad range of topics, explaining many of the fundamental views and concepts within Judaism. This is where both the book’s strengths and weaknesses lie. 
The strengths of the text may be experienced by a student new to the subject of Judaism and wishing to find out general, uncomplicated information, as “The Complete Idiot’s Guide to Understanding Judaism” (Blech, 1999) assumes no previous knowledge of Judaism. However, even if a student should possess some prior awareness of Judaism, this book is more than likely able to build upon that understanding as such a wide range of subjects are considered and even the conflicting ideas of the well known Jewish scholars and philosophers are often presented and discussed, thus giving a wider scope of ideas. Much time and effort has been spent by Blech in making sure that a student wishing to study Judaism, whether it be a non-Jew, or even a Jew who has little or no formal religious training, should understand what is being written. This is highly evident within the book as there is a use of caption boxes, aimed at providing information to a student regarding little known facts, misunderstood ideas, definitions and stories that help bring about a better understanding of what is being written within the main body of the text on that particular subject. These are a few of the main strengths for students contained within this book.

In the same breath, as the student of Judaism might experience strengths in “The Complete Idiot’s Guide to Understanding Judaism” (Blech, 1999) for study, so might the student also encounter its weaknesses. The text, in general, only gives short responses to topic matters and deals with many issues only in the briefest of manners, never really scratching too far under the surface of the particular ideas it is discussing. Whilst most of the religious Jewish practices are talked of in some sense, very little is made of Jewish history outside of the biblical sense, especially in regards to issues like Jewish integration into the Diaspora, or even the Holocaust, whether it be issues of how it has been overcome or how Jewish theology, and philosophy, has adapted to it. Furthermore the book only very seldom makes any mention of the Jewish state of Israel since 1948 and the problems faced by the Jews of today, either religious or non-religious. Although this book never actually sets out to deal with these issues, a student wishing to gain an overall view of Judaism and more modern Jewry would definitely find weaknesses in these areas.   

iii. The interesting section of “The Complete Idiot’s Guide to Understanding Judaism” (Blech, 1999) that is going to be focussed on is entitled “Man and Woman” (Blech, 1999, pp.17-31). Especially interesting within this chapter are the ideas mentioned regarding man, and woman, being made in God’s image and that God has both male and female attributes (Blech, 1999, pp.23-27). Two
 matters with which the biblical scholars, both Jewish and Christian, have wrestled with for thousands of years, with many diverse views having been articulated at different times in history. It is therefore enormously fascinating to read how such a highly regarded Jewish scholar, of the modern day, deals with the subject. Blech (1999) is able to, whilst not oversimplifying the area under discussion, highlight some of the main areas of debate, even giving the differing opinions of well known historical rabbis, thus stimulatingly demonstrating the flexibility of Judaism and the diversity in opinions and beliefs of its adherents. In this section Blech humorously examines a topic that continues to be a subject of discussion and interest to both scholars and laymen alike. It is a joy to read and contemplate these ideas that Blech offers in such free and friendly format.       
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�This sentence does not make sense, and does Blech refer to Christian scholars?





