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Aims



· To introduce students to Hegel's philosophy;
· To encourage students to engage critically with some of Hegel's works;

· To familiarize students with the main debates and controversies in Hegel scholarship;

· To enable students to develop their own arguments and to share as well as exchange their views with their classmates.

Learning Outcomes
After the completion of the course, students should:

· have a general understanding of Hegel's philosophy;

· have a more thorough knowledge of one or two of Hegel's texts;

· be able to reflect critically on the issues covered by the course;

· be capable of engaging in debate with others.
Teaching Methods
A combination of lectures, seminar discussion and close reading of select texts in class.

Method of Assessment
(i) summative assessment;


(ii) four assignments (short essays) of 600 - 1.000 words, each of which will count towards the final mark of the student;


(iii) A total of 2.000 - 4.000 words.

Course Content


Week 1: Introduction


Block 1: The Young Hegel


Week 2: Love as the Overcoming of Rule-based Morality


Week 3: Punishment as Fate versus Penal Justice


Block 2: Phenomenology of Spirit

Week 4: Introduction to the 'Science of the Experience of Consciousness'


Week 5: The Experience of Sense-certainty


Week 6: The Formation of Self-consciousness


Week 7: Spirit, Religion and Absolute Spirit


Block 3: Science of Logic

Week 8: What is Hegel's Logic About?

Week 9: The Beginning of the Logic: Philosophizing Without Foundations

Block 4: Philosophy of Right
Week 10: Its Purpose and Structure

Week 11: Ethical Life

Week 12: Conclusion
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Except for the specified chapters/extracts from the primary texts, students will not be expected to read all the books listed above; the above books are deemed particularly helpful/useful. A fuller bibliography (to be used by students at their discretion) will be handed at the beginning of the course.

Coursework Titles for the Session 2006-2007

Assignment 1: Students may choose one question from i-iii:

(i) In what sense is 'love' a fulfilment of Jewish law?

(ii) What does Hegel mean by 'punishment as fate'?

(iii) Why is the young Hegel critical of Jewish morality?

Assignment 2: Students may choose one question from the following:

(i) What is the Phenomenology of Spirit about?

(ii) In what sense is the "experience of consciousness" an immanent critique?

(iii) What is the role of the phenomenological 'we'?

(iv) Why does Hegel begin his phenomenological account with sense-certainty? What does the 'truth' of sense-certainty turn out to be?

(v) Either: What is at stake in the "life-and-death struggle" and how satisfactory is its resolution?


Or: What is the significance of the master-slave relation? 

(vi) What is involved in the phenomenology of spirit proper, i.e. Ch. VI of the Phenomenology?

(vii) In what sense is 'religion' spirit's reflection into itself?

(viii) What is the difference between "religion" and "absolute spirit" as forms of understanding? 

(ix) What does Hegel mean by "absolute knowing" in the Phenomenology of Spirit?

Assignment 3: Students may choose one question from the following:

(i) What is the Science of Logic about?

(ii) Either: In what sense does the Science of Logic presuppose the Phenomenology of Spirit?


Or: In what sense is the Science of Logic a philosophizing without presuppositions?

Assignment 4: Students may choose one question from the following:

(i) In what sense is "Ethical Life" a resolution of the contradictions experienced in "Abstract Right" and "Morality"?

(ii) In what sense did Hegel conceive the modern state as an "ethical idea"?

(iii) How does the modern state reconcile the claims of the individual and the community, according to Hegel? 

Submission and Return Dates of Coursework
 


Students will have to do one assignment for each of the four teaching blocks. The questions will be handed to the students at the beginning of the block concerned and they will have to complete the assignment by the end of that teaching block.




Submission Deadlines:
Assignment 1: 9th October 2006







Assignment 2: 6th November 2006







Assignment 3: 20th November 2006







Assignment 4: 11th December 2006




Return Dates: 

Assignment 1: 23rd October 2006







Assignment 2: 13th November 2006







Assignment 3: 4th December 2006







Assignment 4: 18th December 2006

