Approaching short texts with performance techniques
You will need:  some short texts eg poems (I used medieval lyric poetry)

Some ‘labels’ for student names if they don’t know one another well.

If the students are new (I used this with first-year students at their first seminar) give each one a label, or badge, and ask them to label themselves with the name they prefer people to use when addressing them.  

Divide students into small groups (two to four, depending on size of the class), give each group a text and time to read it.  Tell each group they must make a tableau (non-moving) depicting the essence of the poem’s narrative, and give them some time to prepare.  This is particularly suitable for 17th century and earlier, as ‘reading’ has a strong performative element until the Enlightenment.  

One at a time, the groups make their tableau, and the other students are invited to guess what they are depicting.  After a suitable time, the performing group may answer, telling the others what they really were doing.  (This can also be done with mime, but this is more challenging for the groups if not used to drama).  As this happens, the tutor makes notes of the main points which are made.
After a short break, the tutor uses these notes as the basis for a deeper analysis of the meaning of the texts, their techniques and narrative understandings, cultural context (if applicable).  A larger text could be split between two or more groups.  

Students in medieval literature found this challenging, but great fun.  In addition to finding new meanings, they were able to understand the performative nature of medieval courtly love lyric. 

