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	AIMS

	Students taking this module will learn the basics of Islamic law in different fields ranging from family law to banking law. It will acquaint them with the various theoretical underpinnings of Islamic law. Students will also learn how Islamic law is applied in different countries. 

The module has been developed for lawyers and will focus on the development of legal skills and expertise which will be relevant in the professional world. The main aim of the module is indeed to empower students who are not familiar with Islamic law with the competence to understand the meaning of Islamic legal terms and documents. 

The module has the following aims: 
· To develop students’ knowledge of the various theoretical underpinnings of Islamic law which will lead to a professional and vocational expertise;
· To expand students’ awareness of the practical application of Islamic law in the United Kingdom and abroad; 
· To encourage students to confidently handle, analyse, synthesise and apply the operation of Islamic law principles to practical and theoretical situations;
· To draw conclusions regarding the application of Islamic law in Muslim countries and in the UK.


	INTENDED LEARNING OUTCOMES (ILO’s)

	On successful completion of this module, students should be able to:
Module Specific Skills:

1. Demonstrate an understanding of this specialist area of law by applying relevant knowledge of Islamic law to argue persuasively during seminars and in assessments;
2. Select and exemplify rules of Islamic law to analyse and apply accurate commentary on given situations;
3. Appraise issues pertaining to the enforcement of Islamic law in various contexts by contrasting and selecting solutions, applying those to previously unseen cases;
Discipline Specific Skills:
4. Assess legal situations and case law with a professional eye in order to advise clients or judges;
5. Demonstrate critical understanding of comparative and alternative frameworks for analysing legal problems;
6. Recognize and deploy contrasting legal and ethical arguments;
Personal and Key Skills: 

7. Present problem-solving skills and be able to identify key issues to analyse them logically and be competent in making reasoned choices or reaching a conclusion based on the given facts;
8. Assess and compare information from relevant sources to demonstrate an in depth knowledge of current affairs, with an aim to evaluate the content in class and during seminars;

9. Demonstrate fluent and effective communication skills to present different points of view;
10. Engender critical awareness by varying forms of discourse;

11. Research and analyse independently and in a group.


	LEARNING/TEACHING METHODS

	Details of Learning and Teaching Methods:

Lectures, with use of ELE support materials. Interactive lectures, 2 hours per week, will provide students with guidance through key theories and foster critical commentary, alone or in group.

The module co-ordinator will focus on the assimilation of Islamic law and legal thought while fostering critical thinking; the final aim is to have a generation of lawyers that understands Islamic law issues and can translate them into courts while practicing in the UK or abroad.



	ASSIGNMENTS  & ASSESSMENTS

	Formative or % Contribution:
	Form of Assessment:
	Size of the assessment  e.g. duration/length
	ILO’s assessed by this assessment:
	Feedback method:

	50%
	Assignment Problem: Case Study
	2000 words
	1-4, 6, 7, 9, 11 
	Written; to also be discussed in a meeting with module co-ordinator

	50%
	Essay
	2000 words
	1, 2, 5, 6, 8-11
	Written; to also be discussed in a meeting
meeting with module co-ordinator

	
	
	
	
	

	SYLLABUS PLAN 

	Introduction to Islamic Law and Islamic Legal Thought 
· Week 1: Introduction to Islamic law: What is Islamic law? Sources of Islamic Law
· Week 2: Philosophy of Islamic law and Islamic Legal Thought –Classic Islamic Law
· Week 3: Pre-Modern Reform, Colonialism and Modernity - Islamic Law and State Legislation
· Week 4: Islamic Legal Thought: Past and Present – Example of Commercial Islamic Law
· Week 5: Legal Institutions: Courts and Procedure
· Week 6:  Contracts and Torts
· Week 7: Islamic Criminal Law
· Week 8: Islamic Family Law
· Week 9: Islamic finance law

· Week 10: Islamic Banking law

· Week 11: Islamic law and Muslim Communities in the West
· Week 12: Islamic legal revivalism and its consequences


	INDICATIVE LEARNING RESOURCES

	Indicative basic reading list:

Hallaq, Wael, The Origins and Evolution of Islamic Law (Cambridge, UK/New York : Cambridge University Press, 2005), ISBN 978-0521005807
Hallaq, Wael, An Introduction to Islamic Law (Cambridge University Press, 2009), ISBN 978-0521861465

Hammad, Ahmad Zaki, Islamic Law: Understanding Juristic Differences (Indianapolis : American Trust Publications, c1992), ISBN 978-0892590742
Mumisa, Michael, Islamic Law: Theory and Interpretation (Beltsville, Md. : Amana Publications, 2002), ISBN 978-1590080108
Schacht, Joseph, Introduction to Islamic Law (Oxford University Press, 1986), ISBN 978-0198254737

Further Readings:

Brown, Daniel, Rethinking Tradition in Modern Islamic Thought (Cambridge University Press, 1999), ISBN 978-0521653947
Nik, Norzul Thani et al., Law and Practice of Islamic Banking and Finance (Petaling Jaya, Selangor, Malaysia : Sweet & Maxwell Asia, 2008), ISBN 9839088769

Hallaq, Wael, Authority, Continuity and Change in Islamic Law (Cambridge, UK ;New York : Cambridge University Press, 2001), ISBN 978-0521803311
Hallaq, Wael, The Origins and Evolution of Islamic Law (Cambridge, UK ;New York : Cambridge University Press, 2005), ISBN 978-0521005807
Ray, Nicholas Dylan, Arab Islamic Banking and the Renewal of Islamic Law (London ;Boston : Graham & Trotman, 1995), ISBN 978-1859661048
Saeed, Abdullah, Islamic Thought: an Introduction (Routledge, 2006) ISBN 978-0415364096

Vogel, Frank, Islamic Law and Finance: Religion, Risk and Return (The Hague ;Boston : Kluwer Law International, c1998), ISBN 978-9041106247
Weiss, Bernard, The Spirit of Islamic Law (University of Georgia Press, 2006), ISBN 978-0820328270

Journals

Journal of Islamic Law and Culture

Berkeley Journal of Middle Eastern & Islamic Law
 

Islamic Law and Society
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