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OpenLIVES Spanish Émigré interviews – Antonio Pavon
Ethnographic notes

These notes were made by the original researcher as a record of the interview, and to provide context for later research analysis.
Notes made: Thursday, 26 June 2008 by Darren Paffey, University of Southampton
The first thing to say about this interview is that although the participant was very friendly and cooperative, and showed clearly signs of emotion when remembering his migration experience, he was prepared only for an hour’s interview maximum.
Antonio came with a copy of his passport from those days, and I was able to take some photos of this.

He was in Vitel for 3 months, then St. Diez(?) for 6 months, and finally in Corsica for a year (I think).  He then returned to Spain for about a year before then going to Germany for 8 years.

When I asked about what he had taken with him to France, he initially said very little and almost passed this off, but when talking about the postcards of Seville that his mother used to send him, he began to cry (hence pause in the recording).

For the most part, he expressed good and bad memories of his short time in France.  He was (understandably) more keen to talk about his time in Germany, where he had spent much more time.  It was a bit tricky trying to keep him on the topic of France, particularly bearing in mind that we had so little time I had to plough through the questions a bit anyway.
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