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OpenLIVES Spanish Émigré interviews – María Luísa (Maruja) Lunar
Ethnographic notes

These notes were made by the original researcher as a record of the interview, and to provide context for later research analysis.
Notes made: 3rd July 2008, at Badajoz, by Darren Paffey, University of Southampton
I know Maruja from the Community Church here in Badajoz, with which I’ve had links for years.  When it came up in conversation that she had been in the UK for six years, she was delighted to agree to some interviews!

I went to Maruja’s flat and we sat on the sofa in a very nicely decorated, colour-coordinated (lemon) and tidy lounge – everything had its place and was very neat.  

We chatted for about an hour and three quarters, and knowing that Maruja had to go fairly soon, I left the topic of ‘return’ itself for tomorrow’s scheduled interview, when we’ll have a couple more hours.

Maruja was happy to chat about anything, and – like quite a number of people here in Spain – had no issue about using her real name in publications/archives, saying that what she’s said is true.  She did ask whether I thought she should claim anonymity, but I simply quoted the kinds of reasons some had given for anonymity.  Saying that this didn’t apply to her, she declined.  

Maruja shed some tears when we talked about the day she left Spain, as she had left behind her ill mother and aging father.  It was a very sad day, and her memories of this are still clearly very poignant, but when I offered to pause the recording, she said there was no need and carried on with her account.

Maruja was extremely pleased to be involved, and asked if I could record her a copy of the interviews for her to play to her sister and daughter.  She also wants a copy of any book that comes out!
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