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  Open Translation teaching resources


European Standards in Open Translations
Aim: 
The aim of this activity is to encourage a critical discussion on certain quality assurance practices in relation to open translations.

This activity can be done in face-to-face settings, or on the VLE, using the forum.
Activity: 
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According to the European Standard EN 15038:2006 Translation Services – Service requirement (http://qualitystandard.bs.en-15038.com/) every translator should check their translation in terms of omissions and errors and check that specific specifications have been met. However, translators cannot revise their own translation. According to these guidelines, revision has to be done by another person.
Are these standards relevant and practical in the context of open translation?
You may want to consider 

· the background of open translators

· the fact that they often work as volunteers
· the whole spectrum of situations they work in 
Provide examples for your views.

A so-called ‘good’ translation often depends on how ‘satisfied’ the client is.
· Can an open translation be measured as such considering that there is no specific client?
· Share your views with others.

Teachers’ notes: 

In a face-to-face setting, students can be asked to work in pairs or small groups and discuss their views and present them to the group. On a VLE, messages can be posted to a forum. Students can be asked to reply to at least one message posted by another student.

Points to be added to the discussion at various points:

· Large translation providers often have their own revision sections.
· Not all (volunteer) translators are professionals.

· Open translation projects do not always have a clear commissioner.
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