
Introducing Choreography

Instructions for Students

Assignment 1
The Artist’s Sketchbook: A Process Space

Introduction

This assignment focuses on process-based choreography that is informed by relevant readings and an understanding of the broader context of contemporary dance today. It is intended to introduce you to the basic principles of dance composition, which you are asked to apply in your own choreographic pieces (a solo and a duet) for this module, it also intends to make you aware of your own creative approach to making dance.
Instructions

For this assignment you are going to create an Artist’s Sketchbook. Your sketchbook is an online working space where you need to document the process of developing your own creative artistic ideas. In this Process Space you may include:

· notes, scores and ideas emerging from classroom work; 

· notes, reflections or quotes from readings; 

· your choreographic thoughts, images and movement ideas arising from your practical explorations with dancers as you start working on your duet choreography;

· photos, sound or videos as sources of inspiration for your creative process; 

· your work on any additional task set by your teacher (details in separate file);

· reflections emerging out of any other relevant activities that you might engage with outside your study (e.g. performances, exhibitions, discussion forums).

Assessment criteria

For this assignment you will be assessed on:

· ability to relate taught choreographic skills to your own choreographic process; 

· understanding and relevant use of texts, images and other artistic and scholarly material;
· ability to explore and connect ideas effectively for creative dance making;
· evidence of appropriate engagement with and production of digital resources.
Resources

Use the following resources to create your Artist’s Sketchbook:

1. Digital space
Prezi is a digital presentation tool that allows you present spatially your choreographic ideas. Once you have documented your choreographic process, you will be able to download it. You can also share it online with others. Go to the main website and sign up to start using the tool: http://prezi.com/ 

For an initial guidance on how to use it, you can watch any of the tutorials available on the website or watch this one “Getting started with Prezi”.

2. Resources

Refer to the Resources list for required and suggested readings and DVDs. Please note that for the purposes of assignment work, you are encouraged to read and watch performances beyond this list. Remember to reference other people’s work appropriately.
3. Class notes

Don’t forget to record any thoughts, movement ideas, connections, etc. during your choreography class.

4. Images

You may want to include your own photographs, drawings, sound or video images. You can also include materials by others, but remember to reference their work appropriately. Search, for instance in any of the following archives:

Digital Dance Archive
National Resource Centre for Dance
Flickr
YouTube
Vimeo
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