HST 114 Pagans and Christians

Primary Source Exercise - Perpetua

Perpetua
This is a section from a translation of the martyrdom of Perpetua.  Perpetua was a member of the church of Carthage in the early 3rd century A.D.  She was arrested, tried and executed in the amphitheatre of Carthage on 7 March 203. 

The account of her martyrdom - technically a Passion - has special interest as much of it was written (chapters 3-10) by Perpetua herself before her death. This makes it one of the earliest pieces of writing by a Christian woman. There is a full translation in: Musurillo, H., The Acts of the Christian Martyrs (Oxford, 1972) and also online at: http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/perpetua.html 
6. Another day as we were at meal we were suddenly snatched away to be tried; and we came to the forum. Therewith a report spread abroad through the parts near to the forum, and a very great multitude gathered together. We went up to the tribunal. The others being asked, confessed. So they came to me. And my father appeared there also, with my son, and would draw me from the step, saying: Perform the Sacrifice; have mercy on the child. And Hilarian the procurator……said: Spare your father's grey hairs; spare the infancy of the boy. Make sacrifice for the Emperors' prosperity. And I answered: I am a Christian. And when my father stood by me yet to cast down my faith, he was bidden by Hilarian to be cast down and was smitten with a rod. And I sorrowed for my father's harm as though I had been smitten myself; so sorrowed I for his unhappy old age. Then Hilarian passed sentence upon us all and condemned us to the beasts; and cheerfully we went down to the dungeon. Then because my child had been used to being breastfed and to staying with me in the prison, straightway I sent Pomponius the deacon to my father, asking for the child. But my father would not give him. And as God willed, no longer did he need to be suckled, nor did I take fever; that I might not be tormented by care for the child and by the pain of my breasts.
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