HST 114 Pagans, Christians and Heretics

with Martha Riddiford: M.Riddiford@Sheffield.ac.uk

Week 9: Investiture Contest
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Pope Gregory VII

This week we are looking at the Investiture Contest – a divisive battle between church and state in the late 11th Century. We will look at the attempts of the church to reform itself in the mid-eleventh century and see how these moves impacted on perceptions of the church’s power and authority throughout Christendom.

Questions to consider:

1. Why did the Papacy want to reform itself in the 11th century?

2. Why did Pope Gregory VII and Emperor Henry IV argue in the 1070s?

3. Who was more politically astute – Gregory or Henry?

4. Who won the Investiture Contest?

5. What was achieved at the Concordat of Worms (1122)?

Secondary sources:

Barraclough, G., The Medieval Papacy (1968)
Blumenthal, U-R., ‘The beginnings of the Gregorian Reform’, Reformation and Authority in the Medieval and Reformation Church (1981), ed. G.F. Lytle, 1‑13 [HST310 Offprints]

Blumenthal, U-R, The Investiture Controversy: Church and Monarchy from the Ninth to the Twelfth Century (1988)
Brooke, C.N.L., Medieval Church and Society (1971) [collected essays], esp. the paper on ‘Hildebrand’ (another name for Pope Gregory VII).

Cowdrey, H.E.J., The Cluniacs and the Gregorian Reform (1970)
Cowdrey, H.E.J., Pope Gregory VII, 1073-1085 (1998)
Morris, C., The Papal Monarchy:  The Western Church 1050‑1250 (1988) [also an electronic resource]
Robinson, I.S., ‘Periculosus homo: Pope Gregory VII and episcopal authority’, Viator 9 (1978), 103‑31

Tellenbach, G., Church, State and Christian Society at the Time of the Investiture Contest (1940, 2nd ed., 1979) [also an electronic resource]
Tierney, B., The Crisis of Church and State, 1050-1300 (2nd ed., 1988)

By now you should be following up your own bibliography of relevant reading from the course handbook, from STAR and from the footnotes of other sources that you are reading. You can also search for relevant things on the International Medieval Bibliography (http://www.brepolis.net/login/overview.cfm).
