HST 114 Pagans and Christians
with Martha Riddiford hip03mlr@Sheffield.ac.uk

Week 7: Sutton Hoo


Sutton Hoo Helmet

Some questions to consider:

1. Where is Sutton Hoo? Can you suggest a possible date for the site?

2. What has been found at the site? (Don’t just focus on the ship burials- what else is there?).

3. Who (if anyone!) is buried in the ship burials? 

4. Is this a royal site? How might royal burials be distinguished from other ‘high status’ sites?

5. What – if anything – does SH reveal about the nature of Anglo-Saxon kingship?

6. Should SH be regarded as a ‘pagan’ reaction to the progress of Christianity? If so, why? If not, how should it be interpreted?

Suggested reading:
This week, I have only given you limited ‘suggested reading’. It’s up to you to go and find out about SH! You should all now be familiar with the library STAR catalogue so try a ‘keyword’ search. Have a look in the indexes of general books on the Anglo-Saxons to see if they contain anything about the site. You could also have a look on the internet for information, but please be aware that not all websites are reputable. There is also the International Medieval Bibliography which will point you in the direction of articles and archaeological reports about the site: http://www.brepolis.net/login/overview.cfm (and click ‘go’).

Martin Carver has worked and written extensively on SH, so if you don’t read anything else make sure that you read something written by him.
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