HST 114 Pagans and Christians

with Martha Riddiford hip03mlr@Sheffield.ac.uk


Week 9: Charles and Saxony


Charlemagne’s crown (Cathedral at Monza, near Milan)
Boniface and his Anglo-Saxon associates had been the first to make missionary inroads into pagan Saxony in what is now Germany. The new Carolingian ruling dynasty in Francia built upon their efforts, but as part of a wider programme of military conquest. Not for the first or last time, Christianity became an ideological weapon in a concerted drive to subdue the natives. This seminar looks at how conversion was attempted in these circumstances, assesses its success and examines how and why the Saxons resisted. 
Questions for consideration:

1. Why did the Saxons want to control Saxony?

2. What methods did they use to convert the Saxons? How successful were they?

3. What objections were there to Charlemagne’s tactics? How important were they (think about how close Charlemagne and Alcuin were).

4. What is the significance of the Stellinga uprising?

Suggested reading:
Primary:

As always, please read all the primary sources in the sourcebook (pp. 26-30). You might also like to look at some of the books of collected primary sources listed on p. 11 of your course handbook. The volumes by P. D King and H. Lyon and J. Percival both contain relevant material.

Secondary:

Carroll, C., ‘The bishoprics of Saxony in the first century after Christianisation’, Early Medieval Europe 8:2 (1999), pp. 219-245

Collins, R., Charlemagne (Basingstoke, 1998), ch. 3

Cusack, C., The Rise of Christianity in Northern Europe, 300-1000 (London, 1999), ch. 4

Fletcher, R., the Conversion of Europe (London, 1997), ch. 7 

Goldberg, E., ‘Popular Revolt, dynastic politics and aristocratic factionalism in the early middle ages: the Saxon Stellinga reconsidered’, Speculum 70 (1995), pp. 467-501

Karras, R., ‘Pagan survivals and syncretism in the conversion of Saxony’, Catholic Historical Review 72 (1986), pp. 553-572 (SLC OFFPRINTS)

McKitterick, R., The Franksih Kingdoms under the Carolingians (London, 1983), ch. 3
