1.5.
To what extent can historians use ballads and chapbooks as reliable evidence for popular cultural attitudes to the supernatural?

1.5.1
The starting-points here are Tessa Watt, Cheap Print and Popular Piety, 1550-1640 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1991), an excellent survey of the ‘mechanics’ of the popular press.  So, too, is Margaret Spufford, Small Books and Pleasant Histories.  Popular Fiction and Its Readership in Seventeenth-Century England (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1985).  David Cressy, Literacy and the Social Order: Reading and Writing in Tudor and Stuart England (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1980) deals with the issue of literacy and, in particular, how people with only limited literacy treated what they read.  David Cressy, Angus Bowker's Cat: Travesties and Transgressions in Tudor and Stuart England (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2000) provides an exemplary study of how a particular witchcraft story was treated once it entered the world of the cheap printed pamphlet.  For materials on the ‘popular press’ and witchcraft, see the bibliography for essay 1.4, especially the items mentioned under 1.4.1.

1.5.2
This question, however, invites a broader analysis of attitudes to the ‘supernatural’ than just ‘witches’.  Attitudes towards ‘providence’ and the supernatural are very well covered in Alexandra Walsham, Providence in Early Modern England (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1999); see also her Alexandra Walsham, 'Sermons in the Sky.  Celestial Visions Reported across Early Modern Europe', History Today (2001), 57-63.

1.5.3
One of the particular genres for chapbooks was the ‘almanac’ which has a literature all of its one.  B Capp, English Almanacs, 1500-1800: Astrology and the Popular Press (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1979) provides an excellent analysis of it.  For ballads, however, I am rather stuck.  There is some analysis, rather in its infancy, of the rise of the ‘street ballad’ in sixteenth and seventeenth century England, but nothing on the role of the supernatural in it currently – although it was surely there.  Natascha Würzbach, The Rise of the English Street Ballad, 1550-1650 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1990) gives you indications as to where we are up to with this kind of material.  For just one ballad on witchcraft, see http://personal.rhul.ac.uk/uhle/001/WitchcraftBallads.htm for a link to a text of one from 1682.  For the popular press elements of miracle and monster literature, see the bibliography for 2.15 – especially 2.15.1.
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