1.11.
What, on the basis of the evidence you have examined, explains the gendered nature of witchcraft belief and prosecution?

1.11.1
The reading here is identical for the most part to that proposed for essay 2.9.  

1.11.2
There are, however, some more specialised elements that will assist you with the particular aspect of this question.  We have examined the Lorraine evidence and Robin Briggs has examined precisely this question in Robin Briggs, 'Women as Victims?  Witches, Judges and the Community', French History, 5 (1991), 438-50.  Alison Rowlands, 'Witchcraft and Old Women in Early-Modern Germany', Past and Present, 173 (2001), 50-89 looks at the issue in respect of German evidence.  J.A. Sharpe, 'Witchcraft and Women: Some Northern Evidence', Continuity and Change, 9 (1991), 179-99 in respect of some English evidence; ditto C.A. Holmes, 'Women, Witnesses and Witches', Past and Present, 140 (1993), 45-78.  See also Malcolm Gaskill, 'Witchcraft and Power in Early Modern England: The Case of Margaret Moore', in Women, Crime, and the Courts in Early Modern England, ed. by Jennifer Kermode and Carthine Walker (Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press, 1994), pp. 125-45.  For a more stridently presented and more generalised argument, Marianne Hester, Lewd Women and Wicked Witches: A Study in the Dynamics of Male Domination (London: Routledge, 1992); more subtly presented and more nuanced, in Lyndal Roper, 'Oedipus and the Devil', in Oedipus and the Devil, ed. by Lyndal Roper (London: Routledge, 1994), pp. 226-48.  

1.11.3
There are aspects to this question which are worth pursuing in other contexts.  These include the issue of women as ‘gossips’ and the way in which that impacts upon beliefs and prosecution.  See Bernard Capp, When Gossips Meet.  Women, Family, and Neighbourhood in Early Modern England (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004).  Lucy De Bruyn, Women and the Devil in Sixteenth Century Literature (Tisbury: Compton, 1979) explores that particular relationship in a way that Lynda Roper works up rather better.  See also Lène Dresen-Coenders, 'Witches as Devils' Concubines: On the Origin of Fear of Witches and Protection against Witchcraft', in Saints and She-Devils: Images of Women in the Fifteenth and Sixteenth Centuries, ed. by Lène Dresen-Coenders and Petty Bange (London: Rubicon, 1987), pp. 59-82.  For the relationship between women, popular healing and witchcraft, see Barbara Ehrenreich, and Deirdre English, Witches, Midwives and Nurses: A History of Women Healers (Old Westbury: Feminist Press, 1973).
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