2.12.
What assumptions sustained the notion of diabolic possession?

2.12.1
There is an abundance of material here.  For introduction, try James Sharpe, Instruments of Darkness: Witchcraft in England 1550-1750 (1996), ch. 8; or Stuart Clark, Thinking with Demons.  The Idea of Witchcraft in Early-Modern Europe (Oxford: The Clarendon Press, 1997), chs 26-28.  D.P. Walker, Unclean Spirits.  Possession and Exorcism in France and England in the Late Sixteenth and Early Seventeenth Centuries (London: Scolar Press, 1981) is the classic study.  

2.12.2
Then look at some of the primary sources.  Philip C. Almond, Demonic Possession and Exorcism in Early Modern England: Cultural Texts and Their Cultural Contexts (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2004) includes some of them and is a useful secondary source as well.  Kathleen R. Sands, Demon Possession in Elizabethan England (Westport, Connecticut: Praeger, 2004) provides analysis of some early demonic possession texts.  

2.12.3
Particular studies exist for you to use for further exploration of the subject and additional exemplification.  James Sharpe, 'Disruption in the Well-Ordered Household: Age, Authority and Possessed Young People', in The Experience of Authority in Early Modern England ed. by P. Griffiths, A. Fox and S. Hindle, 1996) examines the issue of demonic possession and young people.  J. A. Sharpe, The Bewitching of Anne Gunter: A Horrible and True Story of Deception, Witchcraft, Murder, and the King of England (New York: Routledge, 2001) unravels a particular and unusual case of demonic possession.  Even more revealing and baroque is Philip Almond, The Witches of Warboys.  An Extraordinary Story of Sorcery, Sadism and Satanic Possession (London: I.B. Tauris, 2007).  For a notorious French example of possession and exorcism, see Denis Crouzet, 'A Woman and the Devil: Possession and Exorcism in Sixteenth-Century France', in Changing Identities in Early-Modern France, ed. by Michael Wolfe (Durham, N.C.: Duke University Press, 1997), pp. 191-215.  Richard Raiswell, 'Faking It: A Case of Counterfeit Possession in the Reign of James I', Renaissance and Reformation, 23 (1999), 29-48 provides an example of a well-proven hoax around demonic possession.  Michel de Certeau, The Possession at Loudun. trans. Michael B. Smith (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1996) examines perhaps the most famous French case of possession.  
2.12.4
The question of exorcism raised particular issues, both polemical and theological.  Darren Oldridge,  The Devil in Early Modern England (2000), ch. 6 is a useful context in which to approach it.  Thomas Freeman, ‘Demons, Deviance and Defiance: John Darrell and the Politics of Exorcism in late Elizabethan England’, in P. Lake and M. Questier (eds.), Conformity and Orthodoxy in the English Church c, 1560-1660 (2000) examines exorcism in a polemical context, as does Marion Gibson, Possession, Puritanism and Print: Darrell, Harsnett, Shakespeare and the Elizabethan Exorcism Controversy (2006).  On this latter case, see also  F.W. Brownlow, Shakespeare, Harsnett and the Devils of Denham (1993).  
2.12.5
The question of demonic possession was linked to views of female hysteria.  These are examined in Michael MacDonald, Witchcraft and Hysteria in Early Modern London (1991) (especially the introduction); his Mystical Bedlam: Madness, Anxiety and Healing in Seventeenth-Century England (1981), esp. ch. 5; and his ‘Religion, Social Change and Psychological Healing in England 1600-1800’, in W. J. Sheils (ed.), The Church and Healing, Studies in Church History (1982).  Lyndal Roper, ‘Exorcism and the Theology of the Body’, in her Oedipus and the Devil: Witchcraft, Sexuality and Religion in Early Modern Europe (1994) is a useful examination of the same issues.
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