ENGLISH

The subject of English has a vitality and versatility which enables students to develop a range of subject related and transferable skills, including communication, analytical and conceptual skills, all highly valued by employers.
A graduate in English typically will have the ability to:
Communication
· Communicate effectively through writing and speech with attention to the needs of different media and audiences.
· Apply written and oral arguments appropriately, cogently and persuasively.
· Edit and revise their own and other’s texts appropriately and creatively.

· Exercise interpersonal sensitivity when working and negotiating with others.
· Produce original works of imagination in prose, verse, or dramatic form and demonstrate the ability to adapt or creatively rewrite existing texts.
 Analysis and Judgement

· Analyse and critically examine diverse forms of verbal and textual communication.

· Analyse substantial quantities of diverse and complex information in a structured way, sifting for relevance and discerning larger patterns of significance.

· Exercise independent thought, judgement, and skills in critical reasoning.

· Use judgement so as to understand, interrogate and apply a variety of theoretical positions and weigh the importance of alternative perspectives and opposing arguments.

· Handle information and argument in a critical and self reflective manner.
· Be aware of the influence of past and present cultures and values.
Flexibility

· Demonstrate a flexible and responsive openness of mind and conceptual sophistication in argument.
· Comprehend and develop intricate concepts in an open ended way that involves an understanding of aims and consequences.

· Re-frame problems by occupying different perspectives and deploying different mental models; think ‘out of the box’.
English is a versatile academic discipline characterised by the rigorous and critical study of literature and language. It is concerned with the production, reception and interpretation of written texts, both literary and non-literary; and with the nature, history and potential of the English language. The study of English language embraces diverse modes of communication, oral, written and mixed. Methods of critical reading taught on English courses take account of the form, structure and rhetoric of texts, their social provenance, the cultures of which they are a part and in which they intervene, and their treatment of ideas and material shared with other subject areas. 
English is often shared with other subjects as part of combined or joint honours programme and  encourages multidisciplinary perspectives through studying the inter-relationships between literary texts and other forms of artistic production.

Students are increasingly taking modules in creative writing.  Creative writing, in addition to encouraging self-critical practice, allows students to acquire many of the same aptitudes, knowledge and skills but through different routes. The original work produced by creative writing students is likely to be informed by wide and critical reading of existing literature, and to demonstrate precise attention to genre, form and audience.

The study of English develops a flexible and responsive openness of mind, conceptual sophistication in argument, and the ability to engage in dialogue with past and present cultures and values. The confidence and self-esteem that an advanced level of literacy imparts makes English a popular and empowering subject to study.

Graduates in English possess high level skills in written and spoken communication, working independently and critical thinking.  
