HST3103/4 - Seminar 19: The Crime of Witchcraft validated by a monarch
Seminar Aims:
In this seminar, we will be examining in depth James VI (and I’s) attitude towards witchcraft. We will consider the themes that pervade his text on witchcraft, Daemonologie (1597), alongside his directions on how to treat the crime of witchcraft and witches themselves. By comparing James’ treatise with selected documentation from Scottish witchcraft trials, we will draw connections between James’ outlining of the issues and treatment of witchcraft and the reality of condemning women for witchcraft in Scotland. We will also discuss the historiography surrounding ideas and belief in witchcraft in early modern Scotland and England and think about how James VI’s treatise on witchcraft affected general conceptions of witches themselves, belief in witchcraft and the ‘crime’ of witchcraft in early modern culture.

Questions to Consider:
What can we glean from the Daemonologie about James VI’s particular beliefs in witchcraft?
How are women portrayed in his treatise?
What are the major themes and agendas presented by James in his text? How are these played out in comparison with the actual trials of women convicted of witchcraft in Scotland?
What is particularly striking about the preoccupations of James’ treatise in comparison to other treatises and primary sources you’ve encountered concerning witchcraft?
How does James connect the spiritual/ supernatural with the politics of female behavior in Scottish society through his conception of witchcraft? Is this evident in the reality of Scottish witchcraft prosecutions?
How may James’ text have affected English conceptions of witchcraft?
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