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Core Reading;
Roisin Healy, ‘Suicide in early modern and modern Europe’, Historical Journal, 49 (2006), pp. 903-919.

OR

Michael MacDonald, ‘The Secularisation of Suicide in England 1660-1800’, Past and Present, 111 (1986).

OR
Donna T. Andrew, ‘Debate: the secularization of suicide in England, 1660-1800’, Past and Preent, 119 (1988)  (A response to MacDonald’s article with a reply).

OR
David Hume, ‘On Suicide’ (online) (1963).

Questions

1. Reasons given for suicide and how these changed over the period.

2. Important role of classics in supplying non-Christian attitudes to self-murder.

3. Response to suicide – legal.

4. Suicide as a comfort.

Q: placing the topic of suicide in the context of everything that has been talked about in this module why do you think it is a useful study?

· Gives an insight into deeply set worldview that we are trying to understand and the changes and inconsistancies within it.

· Shows that this is not about progression but to enlightenment but more complex.

1. Group work

Give out handouts summarizing MacDonald and Andrew debate and split the group up.  Get them to dissucss the following;

a) What were attitudes to suicide at the beginning of this period?

b) What were attitudes to suicide at the end of this period?

c) What role did law play in changing views?

Back as a class ask these questions to the group and add;

· Influence of religion, classics, property rights

· Was Andrew’s comments on MacDonald fair?

· Should we use the term secularization of suicide or perhaps ‘hyridization’ as suggested by Roisin Healy?

· Was change total or partial?  In what way?

David Hume article – have people read it?  If not briefly quote a few bits from it.  Then ask the class if they think this opinion was possible to be written down say in 16th century?  Why was Hume able to present such a view?  Why did he present this view?  What does it tell us about the attitudes prevailent in 18th century?

2. Evidence

· Ask the class to consider the nature of the evidence;

· Are we able to construct suicide figures for this period?

· How reliable are they?  Consider cover up, unknown death etc.

· Can we understand attitudes to EM suicide?  Can we understand our attitudes to suicide?

· Most of our evidence relates to the middle to high classes – what about the lower classes?  Can we get to their attitudes or from the evidence we have can we only understand the desire to see property remain with the family of the deseased?

· What was the role of legal practice and procedure in framing popular responses to suicide?

If you still have time discuss the last question on suicide as comfort of people?
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