HST114 Pagans and Christians

with Martha Riddiford


Week 10: Twelfth-Century Renaissance

Abelard and Heloise
The Twelfth-Century Renaissance is significant as a period in which Christian scholars engaged with philosophy and the nature of the individual before God. In this seminar we will look at the first two autobiographies written since the late-fourth century as well as exploring important intellectual changes in the twelfth century that arose as a result of Crusades.
Key questions to consider:

1. What did the ‘Twelfth-Century Renaissance’ mean? (see J. Le Goff).

2. Why are the autobiographies of Abelard and Guibert of Nogent important? Do they mark a ‘discovery of the individual’? 

3. Why did everyone dislike Abelard? What does this tell us about learning and intellectualism at the time?

4. Does Heloise’s fate tell us anything about the role of women in the Renaissance?
5. What did Europe learn from its Renaissance? 

Primary reading:

Read chapters 1-6 of Guibert de Nogent’s Autobiography. You can find Peter Abelard’s Historia Calamitatum (his autobiography) at: http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/basis/abelard-histcal.html. Please read chapters 6-9. For Heloise’s first letter see http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/heloise1.html 
Secondary reading:

There is a section in the bibliography in your handbook on the Renaissance, so consult that for wider reading.
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