1.10.
Evaluate from the sources you have examined the ways in which the scientific movement changed attitudes to evidence about the natural world.

1.10.1
A useful place to start for this essay is Peter Dear, Revolutionising the Sciences.  European Knowledge and Its Ambitions, 1500-1700 (Houndmills: Palgrave Macmillan, 2001), ch. 7.  Lisa Jardine, Ingenious Pursuits.  Building the Scientific Revolution (London: Abacus, 1999) is a great read and very approachable – each chapter provides a clue for you to return to the evidence we have examined and look at it afresh.  Keith Thomas, Man and the Natural World.  Changing Attitudes in England, 1500-1800 (Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1983), esp. section II is also useful.  Steven Shapin, The Scientific Revolution (Chicago: Chicago University Press, 1996) is an introduction to the vast literature on the ‘scientific movement’ of the seventeenth century.

1.10.2
What are going to be the best sources to evaluate?  Clearly those after 1660 display the impact most clearly.  That means John Webster, The displaying of Supposed Witchcraft (1677) and Joseph Glanvill, 'Saducismus Triumphatus: Or ... Evidence Concerning Witches and Superstitions',  (London, 1681); Daniel Defoe, 'The True Relation of the Apparition of Mrs. Veal',  (London, 1706); in semester two, we shall be examining some of the materials surrounding Robert Boyle’s famous ‘air pump’ and the debates that it provoked.  You can sample these in Steven Shapin and Simon Schaffer, Leviathan and the Air-Pump: Hobbes, Boyle and the Experimental Life (Princeton: Princeton U.P., 1985).  We shall also be examining some sections of Thomas Sprat, History of the Royal Society of London....3rd Edition Corrected (London, 1722) – available in a modern edition, edited by Jackson I.Cope and Harold Whitmore Jones (1959).  
1.10.3
Other reading to assist you with the evaluation of those sources includes: Paul Wood, 'Methodology and Apologetics: Thomas Sprat's `History of the Royal Society'', British Journal for the History of Science, 13 (1980), 1-26 – an important reminder that there was a good deal of window-dressing in the scientific movement.  Michael Hunter, Establishing the New Science.  The Experience of the Early Royal Society (Woodbridge: Boydell Press, 1989) provides the best up-to-date account of the royal society.  John Redwood, Reason, Ridicule and Religion: The Age of Enlightenment in England, 1660-1750 (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1976) is an older account of the rise of ‘sceptical’ attitudes towards magical forces in nature.  In our seminars, we shall be considering the case of the ‘stroker’ Valentine Greatrakes.  There is a useful literature here: Eamon Duffy, 'Valentine Greatrakes, the Irish Stroker: Miracles, Science and Orthodoxy in Restoration England', Studies in Church History, 17 (1981), 251-74.
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