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In the previous class ask the students to read both core articles and further reading.  (especially take note of the Cat Massacre article by Darnton).

Cynthia M. Truant, ‘Solidarity and Symbolism among Journeymen Artisans: The Case of Compagnonnage’, Comparative Studies in Society and History, Vol. 21, No. 2 (Apr., 1979), pp. 214-226

And;

Robert Darnton, 'Workers revolt: the Great Cat Massacre of the rue Saint-Séverin', in his The Great Cat Massacre (1984)

Theme Question: How are people’s beliefs and understandings of the world around them shaped by the society in which they live? How, then, might social change impact on these beliefs and understandings?
Seminar Questions: 

1. How did working men seek to defend their position in the eighteenth-century?

2. What purposes did working men’s brotherhoods serve to their members, and what was the significance of their rituals?

3. How did working men understand their obligations to their fellow workers or members of their brotherhoods?

4. Was violence a central part of the lives of urban working men?

1. How did working men seek to defend their position in the 18th Century?

· Ask the class what was Compagnonnage?

Compagnonnage were labour associations/or brotherhood of labour in France for workers of various levels of working society.  This inlcuded printers, cobblers, shoemakers, merchants etc.  The association would (in theory) create a more powerful voice for the workers and lay down important rules for the quality, quantity and location of workers plus pay, allowances etc.  However in reality diffierent trades received a different level of support.  

· Did each guild provide equal help to its members?

Gail Bossenga, Protecting Merchants: Guilds and commerical Captialism in 18th century France, French Historical studies (1988) who describes the more powerful urban guilds in comparison to the rural.

Carlo Poni, Norms and Disputes: The shoemakers’s Guild in 18th century Bologna, Past and Present (1989) for the different importance given to shoemakers and cobblers as well as the differneces between rural and urban.

· Ritual aspects of membership.

Means of identity formation and sociability as well as economic protection.  It also served as a formaulation of loyalty to the institution and belonging.

Discuss initiation ritual – rite of passage;

Order – varied but in general;

Separation – symbolized by darkness of the chamber or in a secret room.  The novice might be blindfolded or wear speciial clothing or stripped of any possession marking status.  Seaprartion could also take place over a period of a month or so beforehand.

Transition – novice subjected to a series of tests which varied in nature and intensity.  E.g. questioning of moral values and desire to join, abandonment of previous modes of behaviour, possibily also humiliation and physical endurance tests.  

Incorporation - The Oath – oath of loyalty binding them to the institution.  The novice was often given a new name and formally baptized into the society (often mimicking religious ceremonies).  

· What was the purpose of these rituals?

· What were their significance?  I.e. origins myths.

· The Cat Massacre

Ask class if they could describe the story in the article.  If they can’t recap it yourself.

General Issues involved: 

1. reduced number of print houses but with larger work force to each

2. short-term contract

3. myth/memories of a golden age.

4. carnival including inversion of social norms.

5. commagnonnage rituals and ceremonies.

Nature of cats in EM thought;

1. cats as witchcraft.

2. cats as symbols of power.

3. cats as metaphor for sex and cockold (what is a cockold? A married man who’s wife has sex with other men and the husband is ignorant of it)

In the Cat Massacre story as told by Nicholas Contat during the 1730s;

1. Sorcary – described cats as ‘bedeviled’ and description of the master/mistress worrying that they are bewitched and considering (but eventually rejecting) the idea of having an exorcisim performed.  Instead opt for a ‘maming’ of the cats to take away their supernateral powers.  Thus part of the joke is supersitiusis master vs joke for the apprentices.  By killing the mistresses cat they are also in effect calling her a witch.  Cat hunt similar to witch hunt and then withtrail!  By killing the cats they were also condeming the house and declaring the bourgeois guilty of mistreating them.

2. Sex – by killing the mistresses ‘pussy’ they are mocking the doddering old master, a middle-aged mistress, and her youthful lover.  They are directly attacking the mistress on a sexual level.  – like a symbolic rape of the mistress but hidden from the master’s understanding.

3. Carnival – At the Mardi Gras the carnival always ended with a mock trail and execution – this is what the apprentances did with the cats.  Thus they are carrying out a well-known theme in their lives.  

· Does this symbolism count as resistance by the apprentances?

· How does the rituals and companionship inherent in the compagnonage shape and inform the story?

· What does this tell us about the culture and its clashes with other types of culture?

· Was violance a central part of the lives of urban working men?  

Tutors key to handout;
Blue = witchcraft

Red = sexual imagery 
Yellow = carinval
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