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OpenLIVES Spanish Émigré interviews – Emilio Madruga
Ethnographic notes

These notes were made by the original researcher as a record of the interview, and to provide context for later research analysis.
Notes made by Alicia Pozo-Gutierrez, University of Southampton
Place of interview: took place at Emilio’s flat 

Context: I was a bit apprehensive to hear before the interview that Emilio had lost his wife last week and that she had been buried the previous Sunday. Nevertheless Emilio was very keen to be interviewed soon to distract him from sadness and from everybody expressing their condolences.

When I arrived in Emilio’s flat he had his and his wife’s old passports on the table as well as a folder containing various documents that he considered relevant to his life, e.g. the certificate of his baptism, which took place clandestinely in Valencia during the Spanish Civil War, certificates from his military service, a portrait of him made by his father, correspondence from the social services regarding the application for home care of his wife (he was angry that they had taken so long to respond and now it was too late), bank statements showing the payment of the pensions accrued for his work in Germany. Later, during the interview he showed me some postcards from Germany and some photographs of him and his wife on holidays and with friends and family. He also showed me a big framed aerial photograph of his wife’s village at the foot of the Moncayo mountain, 70 kms from Zaragoza. 

At times in his interview he seemed sad and his eyes watery and stuck for words, so perhaps I spoke too much in an attempt to bring him back.

When I asked him if they had brought any special objects from Germany he produced a box with beautiful silver cutlery that was the pride and joy of his wife. I asked if he had nephews and nieces (as he has no children). 

After the interview I asked him about other Spanish emigrants and he took me to the Miralbueno Day Centre to meet some, but not without showing me the facilities of his ‘urbanización’ (apartment complex) e.g. the ping-pong room, the swimming-pool, the basketball ground. On the way he was greeted by some neighbours who expressed their condolences. As we walked to the centre he explained to me that he was very settled in Miralbueno and that him and his wife had good friends with whom they spent great times, e.g. eating parties, couples playing football with their feet tied up to one another, etc. He explained that his wife was a bit more reserved than him.

When we arrived in the centre we found Emilio’s friends (they were playing cards with two other men). We were introduced and agreed that we would do the interviews the following day after their book club meeting at the centre.   Then Emilio walked me to my car and gave me directions to get back to my village. On the way he commented that he wasn’t all that keen to spend much time at the centre because that made him feel old. He also explained that one thing that he liked and had maintained after his time in Germany was the sense of punctuality which people disregard in Spain.

Created by: Alicia Pozo-Gutierrez for the JISC OpenLIVES Project 2012. 
[image: image2.png]© 96




 


[image: image1.png][image: image2.png]