Interactive Learning Activities: Advanced Spanish Language Prepositions

Department of Hispanic Studies, University of Sheffield (HSS 230)

Advanced Spanish Language I - INTERACTIVE GRAMMAR EXERCISES: These exercises have been devised (thanks to CILASS funding) to help you with a range of Spanish grammar topics and are particularly relevant to the grammar tests Level 2 Post-A level language students will be required to sit in semester 1 and (as part of the written language paper) in semester 2. Many of the exercises tell you which chapter/ section of Butt & Benjamin it would be useful to consult before attempting the exercises. 

Please note that you will need to use Alt numbers (e.g. the following) to type the accents into the boxes: 

á = ALT+160 

Á = ALT+0193 

é = ALT+233 

É = ALT+144 

í = ALT+161 

Í = ALT+0205 

ñ = ALT+164 

Ñ = ALT+165 

ó = ALT+162 

Ó = ALT+0211 

ú = ALT+163 

Ú = ALT+0218 

ü = ALT+129 

Ü = ALT+154 

¿ = ALT+168 

¡ = ALT+173 

Remember that to write a character with Alt keys you must have your "Num Lock" switched on. Alternatively you can press down the Fn + Alt keys + the number. 
The system is quite rigid and is case sensitive so if you think your correct answer has been marked wrong, check carefully whether you have missed a capital letter/ missed an accent/ inserted an unnecessary gap etc. Answers should be in the lower case i.e. 'para' etc. ('PARA' will be marked as wrong). In some cases alternative answers are possible. If so, they will appear in the 'feedback' section of the relevant exercises.

Prepositions Exercise 01

In the following short text, the pronouns listed below have been removed. Read the text as a whole, and then restore the prepositions to their correct place. When you have completed the exercise, note the following: 

a) Por (by), used with ser indicates the agent of passive action e.g. fue causado.

b) Para is used to mean 'for the purposes of'. 

c) Note the use of de after the superlative el mayor = the biggest in. 

Prepositions Exercise 02

Read the following texts, and then insert an appropriate preposition in each gap. When you have completed the exercises, note the following: 

1. Por is used in a variety of functions here: as a preposition of space (3), indicating rate, and in a set expression (1). 

2. The preposition de is obligatory between un millón and the noun, but not possible with mil (un millón de conductores, but mil conductores.) 

3. The preposition de introduces an infinitive after verbs of ceasing, stopping, etc. 

4. Some verbs such as afectar are always or almost always linked to the direct object with the preposition a, even if the direct object is not a person; see Butt & Benjamin, 22.11. Structures such as afectar a, superar a, etc., are probably best learned as vocabulary items. 

5. Note that más que and menos que are replaced by más de and menos de if the point of comparison is a numeral; see Butt & Benjamin, 5.5. 

6. Remember that a + el combine as al. Spanish uses the definite or indefinite article with percentages in both speech and writing: un 50% or el 50%. 

Prepositions Exercise 03

Personal 'a' (Consult Butt & Benjamin, Chapter 22) In each of the following exercises, indicate whether there is an error in the sentence with regard to the "personal a" (either a "personal a" is incorrectly omitted or is incorrectly included) and, if necessary, type the correct phrase. 

NOTES:

1. The "personal a" is used not only before nouns referring to individual human beings, but also before collective nouns such as "grupo" (ii); see Butt & Benjamin, 22.9. 

2. The "personal a" is not used before a noun referring to a generalised hypothetical category (iii, vii); see Butt & Benjamin, 22.2. 

3. Pronouns such as "nadie" and "alguien" normally require the "personal a" (v,vi). 

4. Different meanings of querer and tener behave differently qith regard to the personal a (vii, ix. x); see Butt & Benjamin, 22.6. The verb "querer "generally means "to want", "querer a" means "to love". 

5. There is flexibility with regard to animals; the more they are humanised, the more likely they are to be used with the "personal a" (iv). 

Prepositions Exercise 04

'Por' and 'para' (Consult Butt & Benjamin, 34.14).  Insert por or para as appropriate in the following sentences. 

Prepositions Exercise 05

Various Prepositions. In the following sentences, all taken from the Spanish press, fill in the gaps with an appropriate preposition. 

