Paradise Lost: The Tragedy of Adam and Eve?


1.  Adam and Eve
Adam the goodliest man of men since born
His sons, the fairest of her daughters Eve

 - Paradise Lost, 4.323-4

What happens when to Adam and Eve (highly selective):
	Creation of living things 
	Book 7

	Birth of Adam
	8.250-300

	Birth of Eve
	8.460 (Adam's POV) 

4.450-490 (Eve's POV)

	Adam and Eve described
	4.287

	Eve's dream
	4.800-2, 5.1-130

	Adam and Eve's dispute
	9.205-385

	Eve eats apple
	9.780-790

	Adam eats apple
	9.995-1015

	They argue
	9.1134-1189

	Son judges and pities them
	Book 10

	They pull themselves together
	10.970-1104


Two useful terms:

Pre-lapsarian - before the Fall.
Post-lapsarian - after the Fall.

Pre-lapsarian - In Eden.  No sin, no death.  Vegetarian animals.  Effortless (almost?) food-getting.  Sex.  Dinner with angels. 

Post-lapsarian - Thrown out of Paradise.  Animals go un-tame.  Death arrives from Hell (10.280).  The angels knock the world off its axis thus creating seasons (10.665).  Sex and childbirth. Paradise destroyed (11.830-836).  And: further down the line, Old Testament crises inc Tower of Babel.
2.  Tragedy

No more of talk where God or angel guest

With Man, as with his friend, familiar used

To sit indulgent, and with him partake

Rural repast, permitting him the while

Venial discourse unblamed: I must now change 
These notes to tragic...
 - Paradise Lost, 9.1-6

Aristotle, Poetics (c. 350BCE) - includes a survey of what how tragedies he's seen usually work.  In v v brief: tragedy obeys the unities of time, place, and action.
In addition, the tragic hero is 
· great man, leader of people

· good man with fatal flaw/error (hamartia)

· suffers downfall, usually death

Other sections cover plotting, use of music, etc.  Audience ends up having expended its pity and fear & is thereby purged of it (catharsis).
Milton's Drafts for Tragedies: see Paradise Lost ed. A. Fowler, Introduction, for most relevant ones.

So how well does this discussion fit PL Book 9?
3.  But Book 9 is NOT the end of Paradise Lost
Satan's 'triumph'?
The Incarnation - God the Son dies to redeem humankind.

The end of the world - 

Hell, her numbers full, 

Thenceforth shall be for ever shut.  Mean while 

The world shall burn, and from her ashes spring 

New Heaven and Earth...
 - Paradise Lost, 3.332-5
 felix culpa - "the fortunate fall"?
I cannot praise a fugitive and cloistered virtue, unexercised and unbreathed, that never sallies out and sees her adversary but slinks out of the race, where that immortal garland is to be run for, not without dust and heat. Assuredly we bring not innocence into the world, we bring impurity much rather; that which purifies us is trial, and trial is by what is contrary.

 - Milton, Areopagitica (1644), online at http://www.gutenberg.org/etext/608
So even the end of Book 12 isn't an end.

